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MAKING RESEARCH ACCESSIBLE INITIATIVE (MRAI)

• Led by the UBC Learning Exchange (UBCLE) since 2015

• Established in response to Downtown Eastside (DTES) residents 

concerns about research

• Evolving Steering Committee consisting of UBCLE staff, UBC librarians, 

researchers, and students, and DTES community members/groups

Image Sources: 1. https://president.ubc.ca/blog/2017/03/06/learning_exchange/; 2. 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/go3/image/calendar/ubcv_calendar_home_02.jpg; 3. 

http://images.glaciermedia.ca/polopoly_fs/1.23078547.1509360480!/fileImage/httpImage/image.jpg_gen/derivatives/landscape

_804/vcrd307433990-jpg.jpg

https://president.ubc.ca/blog/2017/03/06/learning_exchange/
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/go3/image/calendar/ubcv_calendar_home_02.jpg
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ACCESS TO RESEARCH IS MULTIDIMENSIONAL

Clement, A., & Shade, R.L. (1998). The access rainbow: Conceptualizing universal access to 

information. In Gurstein, M. (Ed). Community Informatics: Enabling Communities with 
Information and Communications Technologies (pp. 32-51). Hershey, PA: IGI Global.
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MOVING BEYOND ACCESS TO RECONFIGURE RESEARCH 
RELATIONSHIPS AND OUTPUTS

• Reduce the volume and burden of research on the DTES 

• Help to draw attention to community-identified issues; and 

• Promote access to research for lay audiences
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